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Australia, still standing out for better terms as a condition of  CHAP,
federation. Amongst the adhering Colonies themselves Queens- VLXXILV
land was more and more in favour of Chamberlain's wish. In- MT- 63-
eluding New Zealand, he had on his side the majority of opinion
in three Australasian Colonies out of seven. Not only so. As he
remarked later: "What about New South Wales? . . . When the
Constitution was submitted to the Legislature of New South
Wales, both Houses passed resolutions urging amendments to
maintain the right of appeal. They were subsequently outvoted
in the Convention, but their opinion remains, and I think it is
also the opinion of the majority of the people/'1
On April 5 a conference of delegates representing all the
Australasian Colonies including New Zealand was held at the
Colonial Office. There was no approach to agreement.2 That
night the Colonial Secretary telegraphed to all the five federating
Colonies urging with compact vigour that the instructions to
the delegates should be enlarged in a manner enabling them to
accept amendments. He put the issue in terms both explicit and
conciliatory. "Any desire or intention to interfere in any manner
involving interests exclusively Australian is disclaimed by Her
Majesty's Government, but they are confident that full weight
will be given to their suggestion by your Ministers when urged
on behalf of the interests of the United Kingdom, or as trustees
for the Empire at large." The Premiers concerned replied that
they had no power to authorise amendments, yet their language
did not shut the door against compromise.
His procedure put on their mettle the Australian stalwarts in
London. Not only did they implore their Premiers to stand firm.
Barton, Deakin and Kingston took their courage in their hands,
and resolved on their own responsibility to brusque the affair.
They presented the Colonial Secretary with another able memo-
randum repelling on principle any amendment whatever of their
Constitution and reaffirming their original demand for "the
Bill, the whole BiU and nothing but the Bill".3
1  Chamberlain's speech introducing    tiations than can be given here see
the Commonwealth of Australia Bill,    Quick and  Garran,  Annotated Con-
House of Commons, May 14,  1900.    stitution of the Australian Common-
Hansard, Fourth Series, vol. Ixxxiii.    wealth (Sydney and Melbourne, 1901),
col. 71.                                                   pp. 228-249.
2  For  more   details  of  the  nego-        3 Quick and Garran, pp. 238-240.
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